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Glossary and Key Terms

Content for Stage 5

Topic 1
Australia to 1914

This topic provides a foundation for students’ study of Australia in the twentieth century. It offers an overview of the nature of pre-World War I society. This study will focus on the lives of Australian people, the background to Federation, the political rights of different groups and the impact of the Immigration Restriction Act.

Inquiry questions

· What was life like in Australia at the turn of the century?

· How and why did Federation occur?

· What were the voting rights of various groups in Australia at Federation?

· How and why was the Immigration Restriction Act of 1901 introduced?

Outcomes
Throughout this topic, students work towards all outcomes, with particular focus on those listed below.

A student:

5.1
explains social, political and cultural developments and events and evaluates their impact on Australian life

5.3
explains the changing rights and freedoms of Aboriginal peoples and other groups in Australia 

5.5
identifies, comprehends and evaluates historical sources

5.8
locates, selects and organises relevant historical information from a number of sources, including ICT, to undertake historical inquiry

5.9
uses historical terms and concepts in appropriate contexts.

	Working Historically

Historical skills to be integrated into this topic:

· identify different types of sources

· comprehend and use historical sources

· use historical language, terms and concepts appropriately to engage in historical inquiry

· locate, select and organise historical information from a variety of sources

· select the appropriate form of communication for specific purposes.

ICT skills appropriate for this topic may include:

· comprehend and use historical sources, including a website

· locate, select and organise historical information from a variety of sources, including ICT.

Suggested Site Studies include:

· a museum study 

· virtual site study

· heritage buildings 

· local site study.


	Students learn about:
	Students learn to:

	· how people lived in Australia around the turn of the century
	· use primary sources to describe features of lifestyle of a variety of social groups

	· working conditions in Australia around the turn of the century
	· identify the working conditions of men, women and children 

	· the reasons for Federation
	· explain the arguments for and against Federation

	· the Australian Constitution
	· describe the main features of the Australian Constitution

	· voting rights of different groups in Australia at Federation
	· identify the voting rights of Aboriginal peoples, women and other groups at Federation

	· the composition of Australia’s population at Federation
	· identify the ethnic composition of Australia at Federation

	· the origins and implementation of the Immigration Restriction Act 1901
	· outline the reasons for the introduction of the Immigration Restriction Act 1901

	
	· explain how the Immigration Restriction Act 1901 was used to restrict immigration

	· social legislation 1901–1914, including

· Harvester Judgement: basic wage

· invalid and old-age pension schemes

· maternity allowance scheme
	· outline the major social legislation of the new Federal Government that affected living and working conditions in Australia


Topic 2
Australia and World War I

Australia’s involvement in World War I has been regarded by many as a defining event in our history. Students will examine the experiences of soldiers at Gallipoli and develop an understanding of the Anzac tradition through an analysis of the Anzac legend. Students have the opportunity to consider how the tensions of war created social and political divisions within Australia.

Inquiry questions

· Why did Australia become involved in World War I?

· What were the experiences of Australians in the Gallipoli campaign?

· How and why was the Anzac legend created?

· What was the impact of World War I on the Australian home front 1914–18?

Outcomes
Throughout this topic, students work towards all outcomes, with particular focus on those listed below.

A student:

5.2
assesses the impact of international events and relationships on Australia’s history

5.4
sequences major historical events to show an understanding of continuity, change and causation

5.5
identifies, comprehends and evaluates historical sources

5.6
uses sources appropriately in an historical inquiry

5.7
explains different contexts, perspectives and interpretations of the past

5.10
selects and uses appropriate oral, written and other forms, including ICT, to communicate effectively about the past for different audiences.

	Working Historically

Historical skills to be integrated into this topic:

· sequence events within the time period

· identify perspectives of different individuals and groups

· interpret history within the context of the actions, values, attitudes and motives of people from the past

· identify, comprehend and use historical sources as part of an historical inquiry

· select and use appropriate text forms to communicate effectively about the past.

ICT skills appropriate for this topic may include:

· identify, comprehend and use historical sources, including a database/website, as part of a historical inquiry.

Suggested Site Studies include:

· a local or national war memorial site

· Gallipoli as a virtual site.


	Students learn about:
	Students learn to:

	· Australia as a member of the British Empire and Australia’s regional context
	· describe Australia’s relationship with Britain in 1914

	· Australia’s involvement in World War I
	· explain the reasons for Australia’s involvement in World War I

	· 
	· identify the places where Australians fought in World War I

	· the Gallipoli campaign
	· describe the experiences of Australians in the Gallipoli campaign using a variety of sources, including a database or website

	· the creation of the Anzac Legend
	· explain how and why the Anzac Legend was created 

	· the conscription issue in WWI
	· explain how and why the conscription debate divided Australian society

	· the experiences of ONE of the following during World War I in Australia:

· persons of German descent

· women

· indigenous peoples
	· describe the experiences of a particular group during World War I in Australia

	· Australia’s commemoration of World War I
	· outline the ways that Australia has commemorated World War I over time


Topic 3
Australia between the Wars

This topic offers students CHOICE in their study of specific aspects of Australia’s social, cultural and political development between the wars, including the experiences of individuals and groups and defining moments in Australia’s inter-war history.

Topics may be chosen from only the 1920s or the 1930s or may be a combination of both decades.

Inquiry questions

· What were the differing experiences of various groups during the interwar period? 

· What was the contribution and significance of at least ONE Australian, ONE important event and ONE political development during the interwar period? 

Outcomes
Throughout this topic, students work towards all outcomes, with particular focus on those listed below.

A student:

5.1
explains social, political and cultural developments and events and evaluates their impact on Australian life

5.4
sequences major historical events to show an understanding of continuity, change and causation

5.5
identifies, comprehends and evaluates historical sources

5.6
uses sources appropriately in an historical inquiry

5.7
explains different contexts, perspectives and interpretations of the past

5.8
locates, selects and organises relevant historical information from a number of sources, including ICT, to undertake historical inquiry.

	Working Historically

Historical skills to be integrated into this topic:

· sequence events within the time period

· identify, comprehend and evaluate a range of sources 

· identify perspectives of different individuals or groups

· plan historical research to suit the purpose of an inquiry

· select appropriate forms of communication for specific purposes.

ICT skills appropriate for this topic may include:

· identify, comprehend and evaluate a range of sources, including ICT.

Suggested Site Studies include:

· a local site from the inter-war period

· a streetscape from the period.


	Students learn about:
	
	Students learn to:

	At least ONE study to be chosen from EACH of Sections A, B, C and D in EITHER the 1920s AND/OR the 1930s
	

	1920s
	1930s
	

	Section A: Group 

· the varying experiences of at least ONE of the following:

· returned soldiers

· women

· workers
	· the varying experiences of at least ONE of the following:

· the unemployed

· the wealthy

· stolen children
	· describe the experiences of the chosen group/s 

	Section B: Individual 

· the contribution and significance of at least ONE significant individual from the 1920s eg:

· Rev John Flynn 

· Dame Nellie Melba

· Sir Charles Kingsford Smith
	· the contribution and significance of at least ONE significant individual from the 1930s eg:

· Sir Donald Bradman

· Margaret Preston

· Nancy Walton

· Roy Rene

· Sir Isaac Isaacs
	· outline the achievements of the chosen individual

	
	
	· explain the contribution and significance of the chosen individual to Australian history

	Section C: Event 

· the significance of at least ONE important event eg:

· construction of Canberra

· the Conniston massacre

· introduction of ‘talkies’
	· the significance of at least ONE important event eg:

· the death of Phar Lap

· opening of Sydney Harbour Bridge

· the Aboriginal Day of Mourning
	· outline the main features and/or developments of the chosen event

	
	
	· explain the significance of the event to Australian history

	Section D: Political Development 

· the significance of ONE of the following for Australia’s political development:

· compulsory and preferential voting

· founding of the Country Party

· growth of unionism and establishment of ACTU
	· the significance of ONE of the following for Australia’s political development:

· dismissal of Jack Lang

· the responses of governments to the Great Depression
	· outline the main developments and/or features of the chosen study

	
	
	· assess the significance of the chosen study to Australia’s political development


Topic 4
Australia and World War II

The Second World War had a major impact on the generation who fought and lived through it. Australia’s relationship with Britain and the United States was fundamentally altered. In this topic, students will explore the experiences of Australians on both the war front and the home front. Internal choice offers opportunities to study issues and events of particular interest or local significance in more depth.

Inquiry questions

· Why was Australia involved in World War II?

· What were some of the experiences of Australians as a result of their involvement in the war? 

· What was the impact of the war on the Australian home front?

· How did Australia’s relationship with Britain and the USA change during World War II?

Outcomes
Throughout this topic, students work towards all outcomes, with particular focus on those listed below.

A student:

5.2
assesses the impact of international events and relationships on Australia’s history

5.3
explains the changing rights and freedoms of Aboriginal peoples and other groups in Australia 

5.4
sequences major historical events to show an understanding of continuity, change and causation

5.5
identifies, comprehends and evaluates historical sources

5.7
explains different contexts, perspectives and interpretations of the past.

	Working Historically

Historical skills to be integrated into this topic:

· sequence major events within the relevant period of time

· explain different perspectives of individuals and groups

· recognise that historians may interpret events differently

· use and evaluate historical sources for an historical inquiry.

ICT skills appropriate for this topic may include:

· create a formatted, multi-paged document as part of an historical inquiry.

Suggested Site Studies include:

· a local or national war memorial

· a local site 

· a virtual site of a theatre of war/event in World War II

· a museum study.


	Students learn about:
	Students learn to:

	· Australia’s involvement in WWII
	· explain the reasons for Australia’s involvement in WWII

	· 
	· identify the places where Australians fought in WWII

	· the experiences of Australians serving in WWII, with particular emphasis on ONE of the following:

· Kokoda or another New Guinea campaign

· prisoners of war

· a campaign in another theatre of war

· Australian nurses serving in the war
	· describe the experiences of Australians serving in WWII, with emphasis on the chosen study 

	· the impact of the war on Australian civilians with a particular emphasis on ONE of the following:

· the bombing of Darwin

· the Japanese submarine attack on Sydney

· the internment of ‘enemy aliens’

· a significant local event or issue
	· explain the impact of the war on Australian civilians with a particular emphasis on the chosen event or issue

	· wartime government controls including

· conscription

· manpower controls

· rationing 

· censorship
	· describe the controls on civilian life imposed by the wartime government

	· 
	· outline the arguments for and against such controls in wartime.

	· the changing roles of Australian women in WWII
	· describe the changing roles of women during WWII

	· Australia’s changing relations with Britain and the USA during WWII
	· explain how and why Australia’s relationship with Britain and the USA changed during WWII


Topic 5
Australia in the Vietnam War Era

This era was one of enormous social change and may be seen as a watershed in Australia’s post-war history. Students will examine the reasons for Australia’s involvement in the Vietnam War and the social, political and cultural changes that resulted from it.

Inquiry questions

· How did the Australian government respond to the threat of communism after WWII?

· Why did Australia become involved in the Vietnam War?

· How did various groups respond to Australia’s involvement in the Vietnam War?

· What was the impact of the war on Australia and/or neighbouring countries?

Outcomes
Throughout this topic, students work towards all outcomes, with particular focus on those listed below.

A student:

5.1
explains social, political and cultural developments and events and evaluates their impact on Australian life

5.2
assesses the impact of international events and relationships on Australia’s history

5.3
explains the changing rights and freedoms of Aboriginal peoples and other groups in Australia

5.4
sequences major historical events to show an understanding of continuity, change and causation

5.5
identifies, comprehends and evaluates historical sources

5.7
explains different contexts, perspectives and interpretations of the past.

	Working Historically

Historical skills to be integrated into this topic:

· sequence key events in Australia’s military response to the threats of communism in Asia after WWII

· draw conclusions about the usefulness of sources for a specific historical inquiry

· identify perspectives of different groups

· interpret history within the context of the actions, values, attitudes and motives of people from the past

· recognise that historians may interpret events differently.

ICT skills appropriate for this topic may include:

· select suitable software to present a research task using ICT.

Suggested Site Studies include:

· a local or national war memorial

· a virtual site relevant to the period.


	Students learn about:
	Students learn to:

	· Australia’s response to the threat of communism in Asia after WWII including:

· Korean War

· ANZUS Treaty

· SEATO Alliance
	· sequence the key events in Australia’s response to the threat of communism in Asia after WWII

· explain the purpose of the treaties Australia contracted during this period

	· the response to the threat of communism within Australia including:

· referendum to ban the Communist Party

· the Petrov Affair
	· outline the key developments in Australia’s response to communism within Australia

	· Australia’s involvement in the Vietnam War
	· explain the reasons for Australia’s involvement in the Vietnam War

	· differing views of Australia’s involvement in the Vietnam War eg:

· supporters of the war

· conscientious objectors

· the moratorium movement
	· explain the reasons why different groups within Australia supported or opposed Australia’s involvement in the Vietnam War

	· 
	· select appropriate sources that reflect different perspectives about Australia’s involvement in the Vietnam War

	· the impact of the war on ONE of the following:

· Vietnam veterans and families

· Indo-Chinese refugees

· Australian culture

· Australia’s relations with Asia
	· assess the impact of the war on the chosen study


Topic 6
Changing Rights and Freedoms 

Through their study of this topic, students will have the opportunity to gain an understanding of the experiences of different cultural and social groups in Australia during the 20th century and their struggle for recognition and civic rights. 

Inquiry question

· How have the rights and freedoms of Aboriginal peoples and other groups in Australia changed during the post-war period?

Outcomes
Throughout this topic, students work towards all outcomes, with particular focus on those listed below.

A student:

5.1
explains social, political and cultural developments and events and evaluates their impact on Australian life

5.3
explains the changing rights and freedoms of Aboriginal peoples and other groups in Australia

5.8
locates, selects and organises relevant historical information from a number of sources, including ICT, to undertake historical inquiry

5.9
uses historical terms and concepts in appropriate contexts 

5.10
selects and uses appropriate oral, written and other forms, including ICT, to communicate effectively about the past for different audiences.

	Working Historically

Historical skills to be integrated into this topic:

· use historical terms and concepts appropriately

· explain continuity and change over time in the chosen topic

· interpret history within the context of the actions, values, attitudes and motives of individuals or groups

· identify and explain perspectives of different individuals and groups

· sequence key events / developments in each study.

ICT skills appropriate for this study may include:

· locate, select and organise historical information from relevant websites for the purpose of an historical investigation

· select appropriate computer-based applications, eg Publisher, PowerPoint, to communicate the results of an historical inquiry.

Suggested Site Studies include:

· a museum study

· an Aboriginal site (with permission)

· a local site of significance.


	Students learn about:
	Students learn to:

	When studying each part, ie Change over Time, Group and Events/Issues, Section A is compulsory, plus EITHER Section B OR Section C
	

	Section A: Aboriginal Peoples
	Section B: Migrants
	Section C: Women
	

	Change over Time
	
	
	

	· changing government policies towards Aboriginal peoples over time, including:

· protection

· assimilation

· integration

· self-determination
	· the changing patterns of migration 1945–2000
	· the achievements of the women’s movement in the post-WWII period 
	· account for continuity and/or change over time in the relevant study

	Group
	
	
	

	· the varying experiences of:

· the stolen generations
	· the experiences of ONE of the following:

· a migrant group in post-WWII period

· ‘enemy’ aliens in WWI or WWII
	· the experiences of ONE of the following:

· women during the Great Depression

· women’s liberationists in post-WWII period
	· examine the experiences of the chosen group/s using a range of sources

	Events/Issues
	
	
	

	· the role of the following in the struggle of Aboriginal peoples for rights and freedoms:

· 1967 Referendum

· Land Rights and Native Title
	· the role of ONE of the following in the history of post-WWII migration:

· Snowy Mountains Scheme

· 1970s boat people

· multiculturalism
	· the role of ONE of the following in the changing rights and freedoms of Australian women:

· women’s suffrage

· women in parliament

· equal pay for women
	· outline the important developments in a key event/issue relating to the chosen study

	· 
	· 
	· 
	· explain the significance of the event/issue for the changing rights and freedoms of the chosen study


Topic 7
People Power and Politics in the Post-war Period 

This topic is designed to facilitate students’ knowledge and understanding of some key political issues and developments of the post-WWII period, both within Australia and in Australia’s international relationships. An important focus of this unit is the role played by both individuals and groups in the democratic process. Students are encouraged to explore the different perspectives of those engaged in political action and to critically evaluate both the processes and the outcomes of such action.

Inquiry questions

· What role has Australia played in international affairs in the post-war period?

· What have been some important political developments in post-war Australian history?

· How have significant individuals and groups exercised their democratic rights in the post-war period?

Outcomes
Throughout this topic, students work towards all outcomes, with particular focus on those listed below.

A student:

5.1
explains social, political and cultural developments and events and evaluates their impact on Australian life

5.2
assesses the impact of international events and relationships on Australia’s history

5.3
explains the changing rights and freedoms of Aboriginal peoples and other groups in Australia

5.7
explains different contexts, perspectives and interpretations of the past

5.8
locates, selects and organises relevant historical information from a number of sources, including ICT, to undertake historical inquiry

5.10
selects and uses appropriate oral, written and other forms, including ICT, to communicate effectively about the past for different audiences.

	Working Historically

Historical skills to be integrated into this topic:

· outline key developments in Australia’s role within the United Nations

· interpret history within the context of the actions, values, attitudes and motives of people from 
the past

· locate, select and organise information from a variety of sources

· distinguish between fact and opinion.

ICT skills appropriate for this topic may include:

· use knowledge, understandings and relevant evidence to create an appropriate historical text, 
using ICT.

Suggested Site Studies include:

· NSW Parliament House, Sydney 

· Old Parliament House, Canberra

· a local site of significance.


	Students learn about:
	Students learn to:

	Section A is mandatory. A choice of ONE event/individual from Section B and ONE Prime Minister in Section C.
	

	Section A: Australia as a Global Citizen

· Australia’s role in the following:

· United Nations, including UNESCO, and UN conventions

· regional agreements, including Colombo Plan, APEC
	· outline key developments in Australia’s role within the UN in the post-war period

	
	· assess an achievement of Australia in its role within the UN

	
	· explain the purpose of Australia’s regional agreements

	Section B: People Power 

Events / Issues
Individuals

· Freedom Rides
–
Charles Perkins

· Women’s Liberation
–
Germaine Greer

· Green bans
–
Jack Mundey

· Whitlam dismissal 
–
Sir John Kerr

· Green politics 
–
Bob Brown

· Republicanism
–
Paul Keating

· One Nation
–
Pauline Hanson

	· examine the role of the significant individual in the chosen study

	
	· assess the significance of the chosen study for Australia in the post-war period

	Section C: Prime Ministers and Policies 

· one Prime Minister in the post-war period
	· outline and explain a major policy or issue of the term of office of the chosen Prime Minister

	
	· assess the contribution of the chosen Prime Minister to Australia’s post-war development


Topic 8:
Australia’s Social and Cultural History in the Post-War Period

This topic offers students an opportunity to learn about some major social and cultural trends of the post-war period, within a specific decade, and to appreciate the role they have played in shaping the present. 

In your choice of decade you may wish to integrate other post-war topics.

Inquiry question

· What have been the major social and cultural features of a post-war decade?

Outcomes
Throughout this topic, students will continue to work towards all outcomes, with particular focus on those listed below.

A student:

5.1
explains social, political and cultural developments and events and evaluates their impact on Australian life

5.2
assesses the impact of international events and relationships on Australia’s history

5.4
sequences major historical events to show an understanding of continuity, change and causation

5.5
identifies, comprehends and evaluates historical sources

5.6
uses sources appropriately in an historical inquiry

5.7
explains different contexts, perspectives and interpretations of the past.

	Working Historically

Historical skills to be integrated into this topic:

· identify different types and varieties of sources

· use and evaluate historical sources for the purpose of an historical inquiry

· plan historical research to suit the purpose of an historical inquiry

· locate, select and organise information from a variety of sources.

ICT skills appropriate for this topic may include:

· locate, select and organise information from a variety of sources, including internet / websites
· present research as a formatted, multi-paged document

· demonstrate knowledge of ethics regarding use of technology to communicate information.

Suggested Site Studies include:

· a museum study

· a virtual site relevant to the period

· a local site of significance.


	Students learn about:
	Students learn to:

	Post-war Australia 

· The impact of changing technology on everyday life in post-war Australia:

· housing

· home appliances

· entertainment

· transport

· communications
	· outline the impact of the main technological changes over time on everyday life in post-war Australia, based on a selection of sources

	Decade Study

· The social and cultural features of ONE post-war decade including:

· fashion

· music

· entertainment

· sport

· British or American influences on popular culture
	· describe the main social and cultural features of the chosen decade

	
	· outline the main influences of Britain or the USA on Australian popular culture of the chosen decade

	
	· assess the impact of the chosen decade in shaping Australian identity


A GLOSSARY OF KEY WORDS

Using the glossary will students understand what is expected in responses to examinations and assessment tasks.

	Account
	Account for: state reasons for, report on. Give an account of: narrate a series of events or transactions

	Analyse
	Identify components and the relationship between them; draw out and relate implications

	Apply
	Use, utilise, employ in a particular situation

	Appreciate
	Make a judgement about the value of

	Assess
	Make a judgment of value, quality, outcomes, results or size

	Calculate
	Ascertain/determine from given facts, figures or information

	Clarify
	Make clear or plain

	Classify
	Arrange or include in classes/categories

	Compare
	Show how things are similar or different

	Construct
	Make; build; put together items or arguments

	Contrast
	Show how things are different or opposite

	Critically
(analysis/evaluate) 
	Add a degree or level of accuracy depth, knowledge and understanding, logic, questioning, reflection and quality to 
(analyse/evaluation)

	Deduce
	Draw conclusions

	Define
	State meaning and identify essential qualities

	Demonstrate
	Show by example

	Describe
	Provide characteristics and features

	Discuss
	Identify issues and provide points for and/or against

	Distinguish
	Recognise or note/indicate as being distinct or different from; to note differences between

	Evaluate
	Make a judgement based on criteria; determine the value of

	Examine
	Inquire into

	Explain
	Relate cause and effect; make the relationships between things evident; provide why and/or how

	Extract
	Choose relevant and/or appropriate details

	Extrapolate
	Infer from what is known

	Identify
	Recognise and name

	Interpret
	Draw meaning from

	Investigate
	Plan, inquire into and draw conclusions about

	Justify
	Support an argument or conclusion

	Outline
	Sketch in general terms; indicate the main features of

	Predict
	Suggest what may happen based on available information

	Propose
	Put forward (for example a point of view, idea, argument, suggestion) for consideration or action

	Recall
	Present remembered ideas, facts or experiences

	Recommend
	Provide reasons in favour

	Recount
	Retell a series of events

	Summarise
	Express, concisely, the relevant details

	Synthesise
	Putting together various elements to make a whole


GLOSSARY OF TERMS FOR YEAR 10 HISTORY

	Aboriginal
	An Aboriginal person is a person of Aboriginal descent who identifies as an Aboriginal person and is accepted as such by the community in which he or she lives.

	Anzac
	The word Anzac refers to the Australian and New Zealand Army Corps (ANZAC) troops who fought at Gallipoli in Turkey from April to December 1915.

	ANZUS
	A defence security pact for the Pacific region signed in 1951 by Australia, New Zealand the United States. The name ANZUS is derived from the initials of the three signatory nations.

	assimilation
	A policy requiring all people living in a community, regardless of their cultural background or country of origin, to adopt the same manner of living as the dominant culture.

	causation
	The link between the cause and effect of an historical event.

	censorship
	Examination of books, news reports, films, plays and other material for the purpose of suppressing parts deemed to be objectionable on moral, political or other grounds. At the outbreak of WWI, censorship controls were introduced to ‘safeguard national security’. In WWII, the National Security Act (1939) imposed a system of censorship especially over newspapers.

	chronology
	According to time sequence. A chronology places events and dates in historical order.

	Civics
	An identifiable body of knowledge, understanding and skills relating to the organisation and working of society, including a country’s political and social heritage, democratic processes, government, public administration and judicial systems.

	Citizenship
	The term ‘citizenship’ has both legal and social meanings. In a legal sense, it is that set of rights and responsibilities granted to a people in recognition of their attachment to a particular country. In a social sense, it refers to the participation of people in their community as they fulfill and debate their rights and responsibilities.

	colonisation
	A process by which a different system of government is established by one nation over another group of peoples. It involves the colonial power asserting and enforcing its sovereignty according to its own law, rather than by the laws of the colonised.

	country/land
	In the context of Aboriginal peoples, is used to describe a specific area of a nation or clan including physical, linguistic and spiritual features.

	conscription
	Compulsory enlistment for military service.

	Constitution
	The fundamental rules that establish how a country is governed, typically establishing the role and powers of parliament, the executive and the judiciary.


	emigration
	The act of leaving one’s country of birth to settle permanently in another country.

	empire
	A collection of nations or peoples ruled over by an emperor or other powerful sovereign or government.

	evidence
	The information that tends to prove or disprove a conclusion. It can be used to establish the fact or point in question.

	Federation
	The voluntary union of the six Australian colonies which came into being on January 1st 1901. It involved the colonies transferring certain powers to the Federal or Commonwealth Government (eg defence, foreign affairs, immigration) while retaining control over other responsibilities 
(eg education, health, transport) under a written Constitution.

	franchise
	The right to vote.

	Gallipoli
	The anglicised name of the peninsula in Turkey where the Anzac and other Allied troops fought against Turkish forces. It was the first land battle fought by Australian soldiers in World War I and lasted from April to December 1915.

	Great Depression
	A period of the deepest world wide economic decline in history. It began in October 1929 following the collapse of the Wall Street Stock and ended in about 1934.

	heritage
	That which belongs to an individual, group, community or nation as a result of birth, inheritance or membership. It can also be applied to significant examples of the built or natural environment.

	immigration
	A social process whereby people come to a new land with the intention of permanently settling there.

	Indigenous Peoples
	This term is used when referring collectively to the first peoples of a land in international communities. The term Indigenous Australians is used when speaking about both Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples within Australia.

	Indochina conflict
	Broadly, this refers to the three Indochina Wars, beginning in 1949 and ending in 1979. Specifically, it refers to the Vietnam or ‘American’ War of the 1960s and early 1970s in which Australia was an active participant.

	integration
	A government policy in relation to both Aboriginal peoples and migrant groups which sought to facilitate their amalgamation into mainstream Australian society, without requiring them to abandon their original culture/s.

	internment
	During both World Wars, people who were considered ‘alien’ by the government, whether they were naturalised or Australian-born, were held in prisons for varying lengths of time because they were considered a threat to national security.


	interpretation
	A way of understanding and explaining what has happened in the past. The discipline of History acknowledges that there is often more than one view of what has happened in the past.

	invasion
	The forced takeover of land.

	land
	The term ‘land’ is used by Aboriginal people to describe their spirituality and ecosystems including Dreamings, all living things including totems, and all physical factors, such as sacred sites, water, air and geographical factors.

	land rights
	The continuing struggle of Indigenous Australians to regain possession of their lands.

	Mabo
	(see Native Title) Eddie Koiki Mabo, whose Murray Island land claim led the High Court to recognise, for the first time, that a form of land title existed prior to Australia’s occupation by Great Britain in 1788. The judgment, made in 1993, is usually referred to as Mabo.

	medieval
	The period of history from the end of the Western Roman Empire in 430AD to the Renaissance and Reformation period of Europe in the sixteenth century.

	multiculturalism
	A policy based on the promotion of cultural diversity which encourages peoples of different cultural/ethnic origins to retain their own cultures, while participating as active and responsible citizens of the dominant culture.

	protection
	A government policy towards Aboriginal peoples which sought to protect them from the effects of violence, disease and exploitation as a result of European settlement. It was based on a belief that Aboriginal peoples were doomed to extinction and should be given some protection to live out their last years in peace.

	Native Title
	‘Native Title’ is the name given by the High Court to Indigenous property rights recognised by the court in the Mabo judgment (3 June 1992). The Mabo judgment overthrew the concept of terra nullius – that the land of Australia had belonged to no one when the British arrived in 1788. The judgment found that a native title to land existed in 1788 and may continue to exist provided it has not been extinguished by subsequent acts of government and provided Indigenous groups continue to observe their traditional laws an customs. The High Court’s Wik judgment (December 1996) decided an issue left unresolved by the Mabo judgment when it determined that native title could coexist with other rights on land held under a pastoral lease.

	non-Aboriginal
	People in Australia who do not and are not identified as Aboriginal (see Aboriginal).


	Pacific War
	That part of World War II that was fought in the Pacific Ocean against the Japanese by Allied forces from December 1941 to August 1945. It is where the majority of Australian forces saw action.

	perspective
	A point of view from which historical events, problems and issues can be analysed eg a gender perspective (either masculine or feminine) of the past.

	rationing
	Government-imposed restrictions on the allowance of people’s food, clothing and fuel in both World Wars for the purpose of maintaining the nation’s war effort.

	reconciliation
	A Commonwealth initiative to promote understanding between Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and the wider community and to address Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander disadvantage.

	referendum
	Under the Australian Constitution, a referendum is used by a government to formally seek the opinion of the people on a particular issue or change the Constitution. To succeed, a referendum must attract a majority of voters voting ‘Yes’ and a majority of States also voting ‘Yes’. 

	SEATO
	An alliance organised in 1954 by representatives of Australia, France, Great Britain, New Zealand, Pakistan, the Philippines, Thailand and the United States. The letters stand for South East Asia Treaty Organisation. Its main aim was to contain the spread of communism in Indochina. It was disbanded in 1977.

	self-determination
	The effective participation of Aboriginal peoples in all decision-making that affects them.

	society
	A group of people living in a discrete geographical area, sharing common systems reflected in their customs, values, laws, arts and technology.

	source
	Any written or non-written materials that can be used to investigate the past. A source becomes ‘evidence’ (see above) when it is used to support or refute a viewpoint.

	suffrage
	The right to vote. All Australian citizens over the age of eighteen have this right.

	synthesis
	A process whereby a student brings together parts or elements of an historical inquiry to form a complete picture of the situation or events.

	Terra nullius
	(see Native Title) A concept in international law meaning ‘a territory belonging to no-one’ or ‘over which no-one claims ownership’. The concept has been used to justify the invasion and colonisation of Australia.


