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|. Proposal
Proposal for a law or change to
a law comes from public opinion
or government policy

2. Government
response

Cabinet considers minister’s
proposal

Draft Bill prepared
All
government members consulted
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3. House of First reading: Bill introduced
Representatives

Second reading or consideration
of amendments: debate and vote

Third reading and final vote

Accept Reject

4. Senate
First reading: Bill introduced

Second reading: debate and vote

Third reading and final vote
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Accept Reject =

Amendments

ﬂ needed

5. Governor-General ‘

Or refer to Or amendments
the Queen Royal needed
(rarely assent (uncommon at
happens) this stage)

6. Act

Bill becomes an Act of the
Commonwealth of Australia
and is now law
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In Australia’s democratic system of government, there is a procedure for passing new laws, based mainly on the system that operates in Britain. Each step is designed to allow our representatives in the Senate and the House of Representatives to express their opinions about the proposed changes. This takes the form of a debate that has very strict rules. After the debate, a vote is taken and the majority determines if the proposal will become law.
Instructions

Study the diagram at right that shows the stages in the passing of a law in Australia and answer the questions that follow.

1.
From where does a proposal for a new law or a change to a law normally come?

2.
Who must be consulted when a draft Bill is prepared?



3.
To which House does the Bill proceed for its first reading? 

4.
How many readings are required before the final vote in the House of Representatives?

5.
To which House does a Bill proceed if it is accepted in the House of Representatives?

6.
What happens if the Senate requires amendments to a Bill?

7.
What happens if the Senate rejects a Bill? 

8.
When both Houses have approved a Bill, who must give it the royal assent? 

9.
What happens to a Bill after it has been given the royal assent?

10.
The Parliament of Australia website gives detailed information on Bills that are currently proposed or proceeding through the system. Use the Parliament of Australia weblink in your eBookPLUS to access these worksheets. From the menu page, click on ‘Bills’, then ‘House Daily Bills List’, and track the progress of a Bill that interests you.
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